
SJAM partners in EDUCATION  

School Council Meeting ~ April 18th, 2017
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Our School Plan focus areas and board focus areas
Outdoor Classroom update
Primary Family Math Night – Tue May 2
Welcome to Kindergarten – Tue May 9
Track and Field at Frisby Park – Fri May 12
Spring Concert – Tue May 30
Grade 8 Graduation – Mon Jun 19
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How can we help educate 
our SJAM community on our 
school goals and focus 
areas?  

How can we help promote 
parent engagement? 
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Staff and Student Leadership - based on our SJAM 
context…

● The role of the bully, the bullied, the bystander and the up-stander
● Well-Being School Team (Ontario Well Being Strategy) 
● Achieving Excellence: Promoting Well-Being
● Fact Sheet for Parents 
● Social, emotional learning supports (CYW support - eg Zones of Regulation) 
● Character Development 
● Growth Mindset (Modern Learning)
● Restorative Approaches, Progressive Discipline, Mediation
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http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/WBDiscussionDocument.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/wellBeing.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/wellBeing.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/WBFactSheet.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/WBFactSheet.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/WBFactSheet.pdf


SJAM’s Eco-team
Schoolyard greening project

An Outdoor 
Classroom $10,000. SC funds put towards total cost of  $14,200. 

Stage 1 - as previously agreed upon (Council 2015-2016) 7



What is an outdoor 
classroom?

“Outdoor classrooms bring 
learning to life. An outdoor 
classroom is a space that brings 
learning outside. It's becomes a 
gathering place for teachers and 
students and provides an 
opportunity  to integrate nature 
into your school grounds. By 
giving students the opportunity 
to get outside and experience 
nature, they can bring learning 
to life.”*

*Building outdoor classrooms: A guide 
for successful fundraising 8



Phase 1
Our plan

Teaching circle

*Building outdoor classrooms: A guide for successful fundraising
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Phase 2

Our plan

Student workspace

*Building outdoor classrooms: A guide for successful fundraising10



Benefits of 
outdoor learning

- Improved mood and happier 
students

- Enhanced appreciation of the 
outdoors

- Increased retention rate for 
subject material

- Improved learning experience 
for tactile and experiential 
learners

- Familiarity with and 
appreciation for nature

- Building stewardship skills 
for the environment
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How will we use our outdoor 
classroom?

“An outdoor classroom can be used for subjects beyond 
environment, science and geography.  All classes can be taught 
outside and should be encouraged among all teachers at your 

school. Focus on cross-curricular studies.” 

*Building outdoor classrooms: A guide 
for successful fundraising 12



the possibilities are endless!

● Arts - nature provides an inspirational starting point for many creative projects/work
● Music - organize an outdoor drumming circle or create music based on the sounds 

of nature
● Math - take students outside to do hands on math activities such as measuring, then 

meet at rocks to record, document and share their learning
● Literacy - take students outside to sit and draw/write or read a book independently
● Community Building - take students outside to sit on rocks and read a story, 

conduct a sharing/community circle
● Mindfulness - have a break from everyday stress and connect with nature, and their 

peaceful surroundings
● Recess - provides a space for students to sit and socialize
● Classroom Kits - our hope is to create classroom kits of clipboards and magnifying 

glasses that teachers can sign out to use to support their outdoor learning

13



Thank you for your ongoing support 
and for your commitment to 

student learning at SJAM!
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SJAM PARTNERS IN EDUCATION - 
● Primary Family Math Night – Tue May 2
● Welcome to Kindergarten – Tue May 9
● Track and Field at Frisby Park – Fri May 12
● Spring Concert – Tue May 30
● Grade 8 Graduation – Mon Jun 19
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